Classification or Taxonomy of Snakes (over 2700 species)

· Kingdom = Animalia (all living organisms except plants and bacteria)
· Phylum = Chordata (animals with the nerve cord of the central nervous system located above the digestive system)
· Class = Reptilia (cold-blooded vertebrates that breathe through the lungs, not gills, and usually have scales and claws)
· Order = Squamata (the lizards and snakes; defined on internal characteristics of the skull and skeleton)
· Suborder = Serpentes (only snakes; no external usable legs; no eyelids or external ear opening)
· Families (some listed below; snake families are defined by characteristics of the soft anatomy and skeleton)

                             Main Families:


                    Family = Boidae (boas, pythons, anacondas)

                              Family = Colubridae (rat snakes, garter snakes, other common snakes)


                    Family = Elapidae (cobras, sea snakes, coral snakes)


                    Family = Viperidae (vipers, pit vipers)
Family = Boidae (boas, pythons, anacondas) – 40 species
· Subfamily = Boinae
· Species = Boa constrictor
· Subspecies = Boa constrictor imperator (Bci) – seen in this exhibit
· Subspecies = Boa constrictor constrictor (Bcc) – seen in this exhibit
· Snakes inhabit all major ecosystems outside of the polar regions including the ocean.

· Despite a lack of functional limbs, snakes manage to climb trees, burrow underground, and capture prey that have the benefit of arms, legs, ears, and even wings.

· Despite deeply entrenched cultural and personal biases against them, snakes have long fascinated humans.
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