Boa Constrictors

Exhibit by the Cary Academy Reptile Club
Species exhibited: 

Boa constrictor
Subspecies exhibited: 
Boa constrictor imperator (Bci)
Boa constrictor constrictor (Bcc)
General Information:

· Avg. size at birth = 16-22”
· Avg. adult size = 6-8  ’ and 8-15 lbs (large females can be 10-12’ and 35-50 lbs)

· Range = Most of South America, Central America, Mexico, and some islands in the Caribbean 

· Diet in the wild = mammals, birds, and lizards

· Diet in captivity = rodents

· Frequency of meals in the wild = unknown

· Frequency of meals in captivity = varies from every 5 days to every 3 months depending on age, size, and owner discretion. My animals are fed every 7 days. However, as a cold blooded animal, their energy needs are significantly lower than ours and a large, healthy boa could easily live 12 months without food. 

· Non-venomous, kill prey by constriction. Can kill and swallow prey with larger girth than their own due to a flexible jaw mechanism.
· Give birth to live young after a gestation period of about 125 days. The average litter is about 25 young.
· Longevity = 20 years or more is not uncommon

· Shed their skins every 2-3 months

· Boas (like pythons) are primitive snakes with remnants of the pelvis and hind limbs of their lizard-like ancestors. Boas have cloacal spurs which are external “claws” connected to the internal remnants of hind limbs.

· Boas, as well as other snakes, depend heavily on chemical cues rather than vision and sound. Chemicals are collected from the air using the tongue and delivered to the Jacobson’s organ for processing. This receptor organ is located in the roof of the mouth.

· Baby boas are equipped for independent living from the moment of birth. Parental behavior is brief, if at all. Once the baby wriggles away, it is on its own. For this reason, baby boas are more timid and defensive than their older peers as they encounter a world that is rich in predators for animals of their small size.

Do they BITE?? 
All animals with teeth are known to bite. It’s all a question of what circumstances lead an animal to defend itself with its teeth. Dogs, cats, horses, rabbits, humans,…..and, yes, even snakes can bite. If a snake is in a situation where it feels endangered, it can either flee or defend itself with a strike (remember, no arms and legs to use in defense). Actually, some snakes exude a foul musk as a defense mechanism or even play dead (hognose snake). Contrary to popular belief, most snakes bite as a last resort. Boa constrictors can be placed in this group. Most boas have very even and low-key dispositions, although, similar to other species, you can find ill-tempered individuals. I would be hard-pressed to provoke one of my boas to strike at me. When handling a boa it is important to read its body language. If the animal is afraid it will be apparent in its mannerisms. One rule I try to follow is to never come at the animal’s face with my hand. Imagine how you would feel if an object that is 20 times bigger than your head suddenly comes moving directly at your face.
Genetics:

One of the more interesting developments in modern herptoculture is special genetic traits which have been discovered, studied, and propagated in captive breeding programs. For years, corn snake enthusiasts have successfully produced animals with genetic anomalies that are reflected in their patterns and colors. In recent years, this has been a growing part of the boa hobby. Here are some of the varieties now in the hobby. All of these “morphs” are Bci.
Albino – produce no black pigment, recessive trait

Anerytheristic  - produce no red pigment, recessive trait

Arabesque – distinctive pattern, co-dominant trait

Ghost - combines two traits, hypomelanism and anerytherism

Harlequin – distinctive pattern & color, probably co-dominant

Jungle - distinctive pattern & color, co-dominant trait

Motley - distinctive pattern & color, co-dominant trait

Salmon – exhibit hypomelanism or reduced black, co-dominant trait

Snow – combines two recessive traits, albinism and anerytherism

Squaretail - distinctive pattern & color, probably co-dominant

Sunglow - combines two traits, hypomelanism and albinism
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